Immunoelectron microscopy of surface immunoglobulins in pseudolymphoma of the lung. Report of a case.
A case of pseudolymphoma of the lung was studied by light, electron, and immunoelectron microscopy. The tumor consisted predominantly of small lymphoid cells with a few germinal centers. Both light and dark cells were found by electron microscopy. While the dark cells contained abundant free ribosomes, lysosome-like electron dense bodies were more prominent in the light cells. The proportion of surface staining positive pseudolymphoma cells for IgC, IgM, and IgA was high (each about 80%) compared with control spleen cell suspensions by immunoelectron microscopy. But the serum levels of IgG, IgM, and IgA were normal. It is discussed that the polyclonal presence of surface immunoglobulins does not necessarily support the benign nature of the disease.